


Strange Sights in the Himalayas. 
1 ; ~  1';1.1~15 ( ; l < l b  1'1'1 H \ ,  

A plain, straightforward narrative o f  adventure and research among the highest mountains on earth. 
Illustrated with some  remarkable photographs and other pictures o f  curious sights witnessed by one 

o f  the most able or modern Himalayan travellers. 

O one kno\v.; the Him:ilayas 1)ettc-I- <lien-jungn !o\verinS a h \ - c  tlre rivcr i l l  tlle 1)nc.k- 
tlian hlajor I.. A. \Vaddell, l . l , . I) . ,  gl-ound. At one glance you see an elevation 
I".I..S., etc., Indian 12r11iy Alctlical or the earth's surface morc tli:~n live miles i l l  

Corps, \\those explorntio~~s  re de- vertical height. Imagine hfont Illa~lc rearing 
scri1)ed in Orief in this ~trticle. its full lieigl~t abruptly h o n ~  the sen-sl~ore, 
dell has had no less tlian foul-teen bearing upon its su~iimit l k n  Nevia, tlie highest 

years'experience of Himalayan skctcliing, shoot- mountain in Great I%ritain. 'l'hcn add two 
ing, and collecting, esl)ccially on the frontiers of Sno\vdons, one on top of the other, and 
'I'ilxt and Nepal. H e  got nearer to hlount finally take in at  one glance the super- 
Everest, the highest point on this p l a ~ ~ e t ,  than ilnposed mountain. 'I'hen, indertl, you will 
any European, excel)t, perhaps, Hookcar; ancl have some aclvquate idea or ~I ic  vie\\- from 
the complete records o l  his journeys ale em- Senchal." 
bodied iri his book, "Anlong the Himalayas," I t  nray \re11 Ilc said that the nran \vho has 
published a few months ago Oy RIessrs. tr:tvelled in the Himalayas is sl~oilt for natural 
Constable. scenery in any other part or the lvorld, so 

Major \\'addell made his head-quai-tcrs a t  satiated is lie with tlie wonders of Nature. The  
Darjeeling, the ~vell-known hill-station or India, Himalayas have several peaks over 28,oooft., 
which is twenty-four hours by rail rron~ Calcutta, and niore than 1,100 over 20,ooolt. And so 
and lies several thousand feet above sea enormous is the projecting mass or thc range 
level. 'I'he views fro111 this place are justly re- that physicists hare sIio\vn ho\v it not only 
nowned. " T o  see tlie famous sunrise on tlic draws the plumb-line consiileral~ly totvards it, 
snows," says Major \Vaddell, " I  got up long hut actually attracts the sen so :ts to pull it 
before daybreak and rode out to Senchal, several hundred feet up its sidc. Vet this is a 
a peak r,sooft. higher tlian Darjeeling. [act so little known that ~rlost sea captains 
Before me lay the grandest sno\vy landscape would stare if you told them that conning fro111 
in the \\lorld. Sno\vy mountain's stretched Ceylon to Calcutta the)! n c f ~ t n l h ~  scri/ 19-hi//.' 
round nearly hall 
tlie horizon, cul- , 
minating in tlie 
mighty Inass of 
Kanchen - junga, i I ): 

with its 13,oooft. i 
I I 

of  e v e r l a s t i n g  
snow. The vast- I 
ncss of the view 
\vas alniost 01,- 
pressive. From 
t l ~ c  deep grove 
o f  t h e  s i l v e r y  
liang-eet River, 
several thousand 
reet below, great 
Inasses of dark , 
forest-clad moun- (.. + 

, <  tains rose tier 1 '  

upon tier, carry- 1 
ing tlie eye ud, , 
to the majestic 
S.O\VS, with the I 
c o l o s s a l  ICan- hlAJUK \\AUUELL'S c n " A v r r r r  AI I~u. I .  1.0 UEI.AH.I.. 

Vol. i i i . 4 .  1 : .  / 



'l~l.l~elllllg I l l  [?I)- 

p'r S~l, l i~nl 1s .1 I J I ~  
I)~rsine.s\, clcnlancl~ng 
t o\tly .uicl cl.lt)oratc 
~ r e a ~ t ~ i .  IAlttlc 
01. no tootl 1s to I)c* 
lind locally, 11 l i~ l \L  
~o.irls arc zo fen and 
I)ntl t h ~ t  c \ e ~ y t h ~ n g  
 nus st Ile car1 led on 
men's birLs. Frc- 
cluaitly tllerc is n o  
5heltc1, ehccpt \\hat 
) U U  Imng \v~tli jou, 
ngaln\t the sudden 
tlylng changc.5 of 
c l~~ l i a t e  e y x r ~ e n c e d  
In journey~ng In and 
out of the tleep 
trol)~cal \ allc)~t 111 

the a5cent towards. 
t h e  s n o \ \ s .  You  
1i1u5t bring you1 own 
and your ser\antsl 
lood, cooking uten- 
sils, bcdd~ng, forage, 
and tents. .also food 
ancl bedding Tor j o u ~  

porters . \o tll.~t you \v;~nt a slnall a1 I I I ~  to carry 
your looel a lo~ic  .Inotller difficulty n.liich the 
niount.llncc~ c\I)erlcnce\ 1s the \\allt of propel 
guides. Jtajor \\'addell, horvc\ er, \\.as Fortunate 
enough to secule as guide an  Upper Slkh1n.1 
man, nanied ICintoop, a noted 'l'lbetan explorer, 
who also nctttl as head man of the coolies. 'I'he 
~llu$tr.~tion on tlic pretious page leprescllti thc 
l I a j o ~ ' \  rar~lvnn just as it \\a5 about to depart. 

"'l'here \\%a\ a crowd of cool~es outside, and 
their llead tii~ln and our scrlants inside, weigh- 
ing the vnriou, coolic loads ~ n t o  which wc 
i l l \  ~ d c d  our baggage, stores, and food, ns \veil a s  
tents, shooting, collecting, surveying, and photo- 
graphic alqxtratu,. All told, the pnrty, includ- 
ing lily companion and my~el t ,  riumbered 
lifty-tli~ce. Of these Forty-one \\.ere porters 
01 coolies. 'I'heir c-hief \\,:is named Achoo~n, a 
d~gn i fcd  l,epch.~, \ \ h o  actcd as courier, commls- 
sarial officer, chef, uaiter, and valet-all rolletl 
Into unc. 'I'hcrc \vas nothing he could not do, 
from c*ouk~ng some l~t t lc  dainty dish to carving 
n baml,oo flute anc l  dccorat i~~g ~t ~vith poltc~ 
work. Hc :,liot p m c ,  and dexterously prc- 
pared tllc skin\ Tor nly collection. T h e  roolic4 
vvrc mo\tly f1o111 the 'Fart.lr tribe5 of I1n1- 
jeeling strong as horscs, all o l  them. \[any 
of tlie~n 1)rougllt their wlves, \\.I10 carried e\en  
I~eatler load? thar~ tlic men. Each cool~e 
carr~ed In h ~ s  hnncl a hollow bnniboo stlck to 
sup1)ort the I o ~ d  n l i c~ i  resting by the \Yay, and 

.11\o t c r  115~  a \  .I \\..1tt1. [~ottlc, \ \ ) I C I ~  e10s\111g tilC 
~ t r l t ~ y  Iai1nc.r ' 

Ne\t \\c I ~ . I \ L ~  .I ltu1t1,111 01 J \~ntotrl~,  01 .(the 
.\lm~glity OIIL.," \ \ I I o  \ \ . I \  O L I I L '  .1 hero In 1113 \\ay, 
and tc~t.llnly .I nlozt II1LcI~\tlllg .lnd 1o11ia11ti~ 
person.lgcb " f1c I \  the c\l)lorc.r ' I '  ' of the 
Indr,in ~ \ c )  leport,, .und tl~cl In.lrly (lied5 of 
( I r ~ ~ i ~ i g  111 1 il)( t t Ie 11.1~1 I I I I I I I I I ~ C ~ . L I ) I C .  c\perl 
rnc-c.2 of atlvc3ntrln., y)orL, .uitl Ilalrow t.\c,l[)es ill 
the \\ 11cl unl,~lonn 11.11 t\ ol 'I'lbct, I(hot.111, and 
Ncsyal. .wtl hc 11'1s donc 1rnl)ol tmit jicoji~al)h~cal 
nark lo1 the I n d ~ a n  ( ;o \ e rn~nen t  .\lonr ant1 
unnrn~cd, I< lntool) k)~cc~t l  1115 \fay inlo a \\e~rd 
rounlry a Ic\\ Inalc hc.\ d15t.lnt Iron1 l ,h.~sa,  and 
e ~ ~ t ~ ~ e t l  tc81rrtory .~bsolutcl) unc\plorcd - J  

no I ~ I ~ I I I ' \  1.111~3, It111 of 1ierc.e sav.igc\, \\.llo 
ha \c  suc~c~c-sslullJ ~ ~ s ~ s t ~ t i  t l i ~  c*~itr,l~l( e 01 
st1.11igc~5, .untl \ \ ho  k~llcsd 'I'llrctans pu~cly  on 
~ ) ~ I I K I ~ I ~ ~  I i ~ ~ ~ t o o l ) ,  I \a)., vent far Into th~a 
countr) \\1t11 1114 lllc ln h ~ s  hands, ant1 nearly 
1)c11\lrc~l I ~ o m  colcl ant1 hunger. He was 
t r c , ~ ~  lic~ou\ly bolt1 n\ n >lnr~) ,  . ~ n d  \v l~~lz t  still n 
fug~ticc. -I)ec .lust lie tl~cl sr~c,c.ced In csc-aping- 
lie s~rugglccl off do\\ n thc I ~ql i t  Innk o l  the 
, . Isang-1'0, f,~itIirul to his 1111s\ion, u n t ~ l  11e got 
ncarly r r i th~~r  \~glil  or  the pl , i~n\ ot :\$\am 'L'hen 







* . ' C ' l r ~ >  3tr1ctd 
.~Lrt (111 < {cry 
I A \  \\c 
.~~'~"cl.l"'kc'i 1hc.y 
I.~..l~c.tl tl1crr1 
\ C I \ C \  \ ~gorou\I\ 
[ $ I  :11r<i l l < l  .lllll 
I u\lxc.tl Lo w i ~ c  
[ I \ ,  Ii'Itt r ( , \  i+r 
L I I L % \  touc.l~cd 
~ I I C - !  r ,~\t(  I IL-CI  

r~r~ltl!, a r ~ l  tl~eil 
rntlt~ntetl r.1111dly 
Iiy n s c r i ~ ' ~  (11 
sornerwtrIt\ tcl .I 

\ t~lnerable s p o ~  
'I'lwn thcy con1 
rnc need tllc-ir 
tlrcndlul attacks. 
I l l c  poor I~nre- 
li)r~tc.d setzalrts 
nr~ci coolies t\ ere 
tcrr~bly b~tten, 
;tnd their anklibs 
*i lKI  legs gave 
o ~ i t  str~arns rrT 
blood all day. 
I:\c.ry few QCPZ 
I had to stop 
a n d  pick t h e  
c rcan t nres off me. 
I had covered 
my s tock ings  
\\.I t h  tobacco-  
z~iufl; and had 
170t felt the s h a ~ p  
nil's myself: b u t  
1 atid my corn- 
~)anion had ~ J I C  6- 
cd off tllousnndb 
of lecchc.; ~ I O I I ~  

rllc outside of  
our boots antl 
1)tltties. 1i.t- 
cul igrat~rl  nlcil 
ollr,~lve\ 1tpt7r1 
l l ' l \  1llZ c%rel~lctl, 
Out arter si\tc.cn 
1111lc.s of Fort-bt, 

1 ' 1 1 1  tht* c kttrcnt 111 itlac 1 5  1.. I , l t ~ ~  1 1  t S 1 l  I I I I ! ~  r 

.l 1 Il~nll, ' 
S I J ~ ! I  t l l ~ .  c.\lrctli~inn nl  r i \  cd 'l'clcnnlor~;, the 

r ~ i i ~ t i ~ ~ t , \ ~ r i  V:II I I [ .L~ vf S~l,lliil~. Or1 ~ I x c ,  \ \ ;I \  a 
r l A ~ l i ~ l ~  fo~est \ins [ x t ~ c t l  through. \\h1e.11 wni 
I r j : r r t l  lo 111: sul~l , ly swnl.rning nit11 \~)racitr~rs 
1.lrltT I U C ~ ~ , [ I P ' Z  110 t l i ~ c  1,c.r tll.111 -1 krritti~f 11i'vdlt * 

n!ni I T  \ \ L  trlol, rtfj e l111  .10< Iring.; and t)uttic*, 
\\ L, loutkt1 t 11.1~ tllc ILY (-\it s hacl s~~r.ked thrir 
f i l l  of us, 11.11 11)s Ktrt 111 tIrroug11 the ey lc  t b  

or our 11oo~5 : ~ t l c l  the. fol(14 of trur l ) i~ t t~c \  
'l'l~ctite ~ h c y  l).i,.crl ~ I I I ~ I L I : ~  tllr a ~ e i h r %  of 
out sttrcl,~ng,, nt1d alt~cr 11.f\ 111q fiolgcd t l l i k ~ l l -  

sc,lxcs tlwy nithcltc\v, I!ilig i n  tlzt: Tolcls uf the 
stnckirlgs, \\irtllcn t o  t l~e slre of sniall chczt- 
~iut \ .  O ~ l i o \  Ijad crept tlosvn into our Oootfi 
and got scluaslictl, so that our feet were ill a 



~ o r ~ ~ ~ i ~ l : t l ~ l ~ ~  

tlic r~~i i : l rk :~I) l~~ 
absc.ncc3 of four- I\l:tjo~. llnd to 

tell Ll~e dis- 
t ress~t l  fcllo\~ 

to I . U : I ~ L  I i i b  1)oLatocb ilistc.at1 of trying 
foot1 of tlit~sc, to I~oil tlicni. 

I n  L I I L '  'l'a1lfi-l\~1 I'nss :rt tI1c height 
of I ~ , o o o ~ ' L . ,  the colt1 \v.12 so intelisc, 
t l i n t  \vhcli it \\as I )LI I I~  1teccs~:try to 

onc out ncmnny take clo\vn the tent, and the I-opes 
mi l l ions  can were loosenecl, thc cnn\.as re- 
e v e r  t a s t e  11i;lined standing, " fl-o~cn as stiff 

az a board from our breath." It 
had to Lrc Ircaten Hat \vith tent 
1~) l e s  and slicks. litter oli tlie 
c,xl~edition zig-~ngged iip a rocky 
\v:iy called the 'l'ircd \-ak I'ass. 
t lcrc \\ere seen the I-emnins of a 

great landslip, and in 
the male of tracks tlie 
g~licle 1)ointed out the 
1)rimitii.c device for 
~narkinfi t l ~ e  true trail- 
a t~undlcb of rrcshly cut 
twigs laid length\\-ays on 
one of the cli\,crging 

course was sucl- tmc-ks. Had the (\rigs 
been laid crosswise it 
\vould linvc signified 
that there \v:ls " no 

mealis of Iacl- sickness. " \\:c all had splitting 
ders of notcl~ed I,aml~oos-tlic " high road " to hcatlaches, nausea, pall,itntion, and Irloodsli~t 
Uppcr Sikhim in a very literal sense. 'I'lic c.)-es. 1;rccluently \ve h:ld to rest through short- 
accoml~n~iying ~rliotograph slio\vs the 1)nrty ness of hrcatli anel that sensation \vhicIi Hooker 
negotiating this remarkable " higli road." so ~vcll descril)c,s rls ' Iiavil~g a pound of lend on 

'I'he view up the I.cte \-alley was very nltrac- the knee-cal)s. t\vo pounds on the stomach, 
tive, ant1 nt this point tlie c.oolicz began to get nntl a hoop or iron rouncl the lic.acl ! '  The 
exriteel at the prospect of reaching tile sno\vs. nicn lrlctl ~ r t o f r ~ s e I ~  nt the n c r ~ ~ , ,  ant1 :~ltogether 
'I'hey I~ejian looking up their sno~v-lroots n~rcl \vc were in n \orry ~ , l ig l~t  as \vc staggered 
hlankcl-(.oatx. 'l'lic lvolnccn :IS i l  their f:lc~.s into thc fe\v I~lenk I~ut.; of ;\lomay (~g,ooof t . ) ,  
were not tlirty enough nl~-e:iely smc;~rctl tnorc the highest gra~ing station in Sikhim. 12 few 
I>ro\vn 11:lint I-ountl their eyes and noses :IS ;I minutes after my arrival I<intool) c:ime running 
1,rotec.tion :ignin\t possilrlc. snou-l)lintlnc.ss. 'l'hc up to tell nlc that the ralrtain of thc Tibetan 
well-to-do 'l'it~etnns, I,y the \tray, sew colouretl jiuartl of the 1)ns2 \vad ie re ,  and \vas going 
glasses into n Irand of cloth, or a close netting to .;tol) me,. \\'llile Ki11too~1 \\-:I\ e=lrlnining 



sever;ll Tibetans came to tllc dour of Lhc I ILI~,  ra~n. that no ~ I ~ I T V  t ~1)c(:in1e1i w;is l~ i l l l~ r to  
attc.ll,ling e fine~lookirlg oltl Tello\v riding o n  n I<no\vn. 
s.II\, l i e  \\as the captain o f  the gunrcl, ;~nt l  3lajor \\'n~ltlcll sn\v mu~.li or thv i.:~l~l:lin or 
j ;  4e.C'11 i l l  t l ~ e  I)l~~.)togral)l~ ne\t ~.cl)roduc,ccl. the ' a  guard, I~ct.nus(. t11:lt c:irllest 

ojl; I - ; ~ I I I C  ror\vnrcl, 2nd ~)ruscnlc~tl the ubunl old g c n t l c ~ ~ ~ n n  Ilatl 11u itlea or losin:: sight 
ct . l-em~)l~ial  scnrr. 1 took it, 2nd L I I C I I  I I C ~  hnid o f  tlie :~tl \e~~ttlrolls l<ngli.;l~nra~l until he was 

1 a ,  i I o I to t I c  I - I  bure that the 1:tttc.r ivould no1 ~ c t  l i i ~ i r  into 
(,,;I,,)? 1 \\.:IS. 'l'licn Ill. tl-ied ~ I I  dizhund(. tro~11)Ie. '1'11~ 'Tit)etan s~~)lclicr~, ~ l l c  31~1jor 110- 

ticvd, fortificcl tllcnlwl\-es  g gain st 
I I I ~  c.oltl \vith I ) i~s  01' rro~r11 raw 
Ineat sl1recldc.d 111, tvith their dag- 
gers. "'l'hc 'l'il~ctan cal~tnin and 

I l ~ i s  Incn ncconilnnicd us sonle 
clistance, his yak clunil~c-ring 
~l in~l) ly  over tllc snow - laden 
atones, and l jr  out-distancing my 
pony, 1v11o .lipl~cd and stumbled 
I)nclly. Hu  offered mc- the use of 

-1 this yak, but the benht \vould not 
let nlc 111c)unl. I t  I I I P ~ C  several 
~ ) I u I I ~ ~ s  ;it Ine \\.he11 I apl~roached, 
though i t  \vns licld back by tlie 
I-ope thrc~ugh its nose-ring. I was 
not sorry alterwards, I~ec,;iu.e the 
rope on the animal ~o~tic-how 

111:10. I)ccame loose, and thc~ c.nptain 
I wdtlenly came clo\\ll \\-it11 n rush 

nrc. '1'he \venther ivas I ~ a d  ; snow had Trom his high pcrt'h, I~nlf-1)uried 
l';illcn ancl driven him and his lnerl doivn. .\nd, in his o\vn cooking pots :inti palih. \vhicli were 
intleed, they had I)loodshot eyes and I)listered, carried in bags s!ung I)chi~ld tlie yak's addle." 
11ccling \kin, as though they had b e c ~ ~  eu1)oscd 'l'lie nest part of Ilajor \\'addell's \under-  
to .\rctic weather. ings wit11 \vhich \ vc  arc 11cl.c conc.crncd is his 

" 'The cal~tain was civil. I l c  protestctl that journey through 15ritisIi 1illotn11. On one 
I~is i~istructiuns from 1.hnsa \\.ere explicit. No occasion he came across some 13hotiyas 
I ) ~ ~ W I I  Ivns to enter the pass esccpt n few prepnriny for a hot bath o n  tlw Onnks of 
privileged 'I'ibet:~ns. H e  trotted out wit11 much n stream. 'Their ~nethotl \\.as I)uth curious 
pnntonlimc the old, old story. If we \\'ere to 2nd original. 'l'hey first burnt out part of 
force our across, his own throat and the the trunk of a tree, lillcd i t  wit11 ~valer, and 
throats of his men ~vould infallibly bc cut. I-le then threw in hot stollcs. Returning rrom 
was an interesting old iello~v, \vho hat1 fought Choong 'rang to the capital, 'I'oonl-long, 1Iajor 
against us in our little war \vith '1'il)et. H e  \\'addell came Licross solne gorgeous spiders 
c3\anlincd my shot-gun and revolver wit11 great resplendent in brilliant scarlet and metallic blue. 
interest, and e\plained thern to the nive-struck Now, thesc spiders \\.ould bc a 1)relty big 
1)ystanders. I l c  even asked Ine to esperiment tnouthfi~l for an a\-emge untrn\.elled person to 
with niy revolver on one of his straggling sheep. s\vailo\v-in more ways than one. '.'l'liey were, 

" 'These Tibetans aired my mcn into silencc. indeed, gigantic, 4in. to bin. i l l  spread, and spun 
L.aler on they told me o l  the dreadful tortures iyebs so strong nndl ;~rge  as fu ii~fch s ~ ~ i c r / /  birds, 
that ~vould be inflicted ul)o~i tliem by the on \vliich s o n ~ e  OF the s1)iders feed." 
'l'il)elan (;overnmcnt. I t  sccms they Ilave no l a t e r  on the cam\-an reached a poor halnlrt, 
gao1.i in 'I'ibct, so when tliuy don't kill their where a Bhotiya ofler(:d Major \Vaddcll a fowl 
PI-isoncrs outright, or torture them to death lor about tlvelvc times the ordinary price. Nor 
slo\vly, thcy si~nply cut oTf their cars or (:11o1) off \ P O L I I ~  11e come clo\vn, because, said he, " this 
n Il;~ncl, and then set the mutilated person free. is positively the, only io\\.l left in this part of 
Sue+ mutilated criminals, I understand, form Sikhirn." 
the nlc~jority of the I~eggars in I .llnsa and other As the csl~edition neared 1)arjeeling. 011 the 
I)ig 'l'ibetan towns." return journey, great swarms of locusts \rere 

Not long after this intcrcsiing interview, Major encountered. 'l'hese illsects were llresent in 
\\'addcll secured n I)e:lutirul silvery water shre\\. such llumbcrs as actually to cl:irken the race of 
( c r o  I )  l i e  is so U I I ~  I day, covering roots, trees, and fields inches deep. 



B,lch locu5t n\ci,~gc'J allout 3111 111 ILII:LII. ' 1 ' 1 1 ~  
Nepalese 1 ~ll.lgcr 5 I ~ ~ s h c d  , ~ l ~ o u t  g.lthe~ ing tllcnl 
in bnskcts 101 food, ns the) cat lorust\ IlLe 
sl~rimps. I t  nn\ plol)nl)ly tI1c.w Inicct%, \.~ys 
Major \\'addell, thnt John the Ih[~t i s t  .~tc., nncl 
not the bean 1)ocli of t l~c  sarnc. 11<\11tc : f i ~  Lhr 
locusts t11nt s\\,1ri11~d L I ~ )  C I O I I I  III(II.L I \ L ~ I C  ot ~ I I C  
E g j p t ~ m ~  soecics, ~ t l d  thcsc,, \ \hen s ~ l t c d ,  nlc 
understood to be tho I . ~ ~ o ~ r r ~ t c  t l ~ s l l  ol tlle 
Arabs of No1 tll r\f~ ic a d u ~  ~ n g  l u ~ ~ g  journc) 5. 

"1 k a m t  aftcr\rn~d\," the kl,r~ol. goc5 on to sa), 
"thnt this pnrticul,lr II~'I::LIL \\.I\ lir%t t l o t ~ ~ ~ t l  ill 
the de'reit of S ~ n d  nntl \\'t\tcrn 12njl)ula11:1, a 
thousand m~lcs  off, t \ h e ~ c  the loc.~1\t5 Inld egg5 
In the sand-h1ll5. 'rhe Jtoting In\ect\ hncl 
:overed the \\hole of Tndin fioln the I'uajnb 111 

the north to hradras nntl t l l ~  I ) C L [ ~ I I ~  111 ~ I I C  

, L I I  L d IIIC tl1.1t 1 1 1 ~  tlcnd 
insc'ct\ I. I \  c ~ , r l  rc cl c l ~ c  p In t l ~ e  'I ' ,IIIS I'n\s 
(1g,7001t ), 11l.tt k ~ . n ~ i l g  thc <no\\. To1 I I I I ~ L ~ .  

St~angcl) ctlougl~, tl115 ~ d c ~ l t ~ c n l  ~ b l n g ~ ~ e  or 
locust\ \ \ a \  [)~ctl~ctctl  In the 'I'il1ct.111 I ~ ~ I V -  

log~c.,ll h o ~ c ~ s c o l ~ e  & ) I  tl:nt )car, ancl .I I ,tma 
1)1oudl) I ) o ~ n t u l  tI11z out to nle." 

N q 0 1  \\ :~tltlcll'\ ilc\t e\culwoli \\,I\  long 
thc Ncl~nl f r o n t ~ c ~  t o n n ~  tls Mount I':\cicit At 
one pl,ice hc \in< ~crcnntlcd I)y a \ \ c~ r t l  loc,k~ng 
mLIslcldn, :111netl \ \ I L ~  :I most p r i l n ~ t ~ r c  onc- 
s t~inged liclcllc~, \ \h~c.h 1n5trunlcnt onc of the 
p'~rtj. bec,i,nc ~ h c  pioud posses5ol o f  f o ~  \IX- 

pent c. A ~ l d  [hey had other sercnarlcrs : 
s\\nlnia of r r o p  that r ~ o ~ l ~ c d  anlong the ~ e c d s  
of  an  ndjnccnt tarn. Herc also they fo~rlld 
frogs nith n I)cll l ~ k c  (.all, \ ~ h o  caught ~nsccts 
Oy tln~tillg out t l lc~r sticky ton~ucs .  



Tlic slvpes of the 
~nountain at this place, by 
the way, are covered with 
the deadly night-shade, 
or aconite plant. "So 
abundant is the plant 
here, and so deadly is it 
to the cattle of this pas- 
toral people, that all the 
sheep and cattle passing 
over the mountain are 
nlur~led by the drovers ; 
and at the foot may be 
seen great piles of dis- 
carded bamboo mu~rles  
whiclt llave already served 
their purpose," 

In  the preceding photo- 
graph we have a very ex- 
traordinary view, showing 
a veritable sea of clouds 
rising fronl the plains. 

The next photograph 
reproduced well deserves 
the sub-title of "the most 
sublin~e and imposing 
view that the eye of man 
can rest upon or1 this 
planet!' This is a view 
of the Everest group- 
hiount Everest, 29,0021t. 
-taken from Sandook 
I'hu. 

"Sunrise over the snow 
was niagnificent As the 
eye wanders over the vast 
amphitheatre of dartling 
peaks it is at once attrac 
ted by the great towering 
mass of Icanchen -junga. 
This stupendous moun- 
tain-almost the highest 
in the world (it is only a 
few hundred feet lower 
than Everest itself) -is 
simply sublime as seen 
from here with its dark 
setting of pines. The  
Everest group seen in 
the photograph, no longer 
shut off by the dark ridge 
tZlat hid their peaks from view at Senchnl, soars 
up through banks of clouds and above a deep 
gulf of valleys. It is at least ninety miles away. 

"Scarcely less rnajestic than the view looking 
hp towards the snows was the view looking 
down into the plain. Some ro,ooolt. below 
was a rising mass of clouds, fornling a vast 
~\~oolly-white sea whose tide of rolling billows 

Val. iii.-41. 

surged in and among the ~nountains. T h d r  
dark, rugged peaks stand out against the fleccy 
foam as bold capes and headlands and datk 
islands in a perfect sea of curling cloud. As 
we gazed, some of these clouds surged over us 
and glided slowly-like 'sheep of the sky,' as 
the Lepchas call them-upwards towards the 
summit, on whose pinnacles they settled h 



flocky masses, veiling tlie peaks against the 
st:iring niidday sun." 

Not long after obtaining this superb virw, 
Alnjor \\'addell \vitnclssed a gl-uesonie spectncle. 
"('lirnl)ing up a riclge c;illed Sabar-(;oom I 
sudclenly I)el~elcI stretched on the snow, ath\vnrt 
the p:~th, an unfortunate Nepalese who had been 
i r o ~ ~ n  to clentli. Severnl jackals and nn nnimnl 
likc n hyena surroundcd the body, and beside it 
were Lhe renlnins of a little fire. H e  had 
prol)nL)l). arrived liere beniglltcd after tlie snow- 
f:~ll hat1 crascd, nncl, unable to proceed farther, 
he had lighted a lire, only to perish, hon~ever, in 
the piercing cold." 

Once, 11ei1r tlie slopes of P'aloot, the hlajor 
had a \.cry curious experience. Sonre villngers 
came to him and begged him to come and clo 
\rhnt lie could for a man ivlio had Oeen terribly 
~naulcil I)y a Oear. "Arrived at tlie village, n 
1~o\ve1-~~1Ily-lruilt man \\,as led slo\rly out to me. 
H c  was in n dreadful state, with his head 
s\vollen lo tlvice its normal size, and his face 
shockingly torn. I was told lie was tlie village 
blncltsmith. His children having complained 
that thcy \rere chased by bears \vliilst nlinding 
his cattle, Ile went unarn~ed to the bear's d:n 
and slioutecl n challenge. 'l'lie old bear promptly 
took Ilim at his \vorcl and ruslletl cut, and in a 
minute had inflicted the frightful injuries I lind 
see11." 

0 1 1  Septaiiber zznd, 1896, Rlnjor \Vnddell 
started irom Ya1111)oong to visi~ the \vestel-n 

glaciers of I<anclien-jungn, passing 011 the way 
;i curious trap [or a snow leopard, \vllich 
baited \\it11 tlie leg of a yak. I t  was built on the 
same principle as the brick-trap mliicli school- 
boys construct to catch sparrows-save that i l l  

this case, t l ~ e  Ellling door was a n~assi\;e slab of 
stone \vcigliing a quarter of a ton, and destined 
to crusll the animal to death. 

I t  is no wonder tli~it tlie gigantic mountains 
\vliicll sul-rounded hlnjor \\'addcll should so 
work upon tlie inlagination of the natives that 
tlicy are worshil)ped ns gods. Thus, tlie highest 
lxak of Icnnchen-junga (z8,150ft.), called by tlie 
nnti\.es "'l'lie Keceptncle of (;old," has a god 
all to itself. l'liis god is ~vorsliipped and pro- 
pitiated assiduously, particularly at  tlie great 
iestival \vliich is celebl-nted wit11 much pomp 
evel-y year throughout the whole of Sikhim. I t  
is \vorsliip of tlie devil-dance order, as may 
be .  gathered from the p1iotogral)h here given, 
\vh~cIi is impressive chiefly on account of tlie 
extraordinary head-dresses of the devotees. 
‘6 I I - he I,an~ns," says RZajor \\'addell, "dress 

tliemselves in the vestnlents of the pre-Buddhist 
'l'ibetnn religion, and carry out the ritual of devil- 
d.?ncing, as sccn in the photograpli. My rriend, 
tlie young Lnnla of Plioclong, who lios~)ital~ly 
entertauled us, is scnted i ~ i  state to receive 
orferings from the people of money, jewellery, etc. 

" On penetrating the I'ass of the ])evil the 
track \vound past several plants of giant rhubnrl). 
Kounding n corner suddenly at  the Onra I'ass 



togrq~lis. 1'1c.ct.s oT rotlcll ruck 
freclucntly broke and fell with a 
cmsli illto the a\vfl~l rlcl~tli\ I~clu\v." 

IIcforc Ica\ing t l ~ c  bulllnlit of 
tlie llloullt:lill the yuu1ig 1,allla 
:ilid Kintool, I ~ u i l t  ;I sni:lll c..~ir~l 
of 5tu11t-s IJII  L I I C  tt~plllost i~rn~i:lc.le, 
lor, wid tllcy, ~ i u  lium:c~i IN iligs 
I I : I V ~  cvcr [ ICCII  Iicrc I~ck~rc. '1'11~ 
!.uuli& 1.;11113 ~ I . I ) C C I  I)chind to I~loiv 
:I  f : ~ r ~ \ v ~ I l  l ~ l ~ h t  011 ;I I I U I I ~ : I I I  t l ~ i ~ l i -  
I,t,lle i l l  I iu~~uur (JT tllat 1liuli:lrt l i  

o f  I I ~ ~ L I I I ~ J ~ I > \ ,  I < n ~ i c l ~ ~ ~ ~ - j u ~ i g : ~ .  
'I'lic I:{\[ ~~ l iu tu ; r ;~ l~ l~  rcl~roiluccii 

\ l i o \ r  z tlic la). guvc~ llor uf I .linsa 
. I I I ~  lii, 5uilc. ".I I I , I ~ I ~ J I I ~ ~  l ~ ~ ~ r t y , "  
,.is, \I:ijor \\':1(ldcll, '. ib  r i j i ~ ~ g  ~ I I  

' I 'rl~ct :Ig:~rllst the grillcling yukc of 
the CIIIII~.>C. I 11:1d thc l~lt.a>urt. 
ul ~ ~ i c c t i ~ l g  CJI IC  u[ 1l1c Icaclilig 
\ 1 1 i i i t ,  i l i  t l i i b  I ~ I U V C I ~ ~ C I I ~ .  '1'111s 
~ L , I ~ L I V I I ~ : ~ I I  ( n11ic. to 1 k~rjvcli~~g I I I  

> IAJ . . t i  \%.\L,UI.l.I. C I ~ I l ~ , I A ~ .  . I 1 1  c \I \ t \., 11 .I \.+n (111 11.t1, -Il..\.\. 1) , I . .  . \ \ h . l )  

ht.,.i ,t ,t I,,,* 12. t l~c 11ai11 of tllc Chincnc- C:o~~in~ib- 

(15,3zoft.), we came into snow; and licrc tlie 
subllmevicrv of 1ia11clie11-jungn merged into sight. 
Iianchel~ and Kabru seeluecl clulte ncar, t ~ u t  they 
weref~stclouding over before I got my cnnlcra 
ready. I had sprained my allltlc sl~ghtly, and 
was riding a s p r e  yak, a5 you may see 111 tlie 
photugraph." 

Next came a steep descent of 3,oaoft. in  three 
miles. 'l'he road led tl~rougli a gloomy gorge, 
called L)t. Garno-lang. I t  was 1nre5tt.d a few 
years ago by a gang of 'I'ibetnn brigands, ~ 1 x 0  
murdered and robbed tra- 

aiuncrs on the bound~lry qu~strun, 
.illrl he is now chief l.iy governor at  1 Ilasa. It 
\\a\ he 1% ho stopped Bo~ivnllot m d  lJrit1ce Hcuri 
Orlenn~ on thelr \yap LO I,h~tsa, n t  a point fully 
;I meek's journey Iron1 that mystic city, in~tcad 
uf a day's journey, as clalmcd by tl~cm. In 
chntt~ng about tlie Chinese \v1c11 the lay 
governor, I happened to nlelition that our 
troops o11ce held l'ekili. He, bo\vevcr, thougllt 
lliis was a great joke on my part, so ~ u c c e ~ ~ f u ~ ~ y  
had the Chincsc concealed their indignity Ira111 
the 'l'lbetarts." 
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